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“THE MEN WERE MAGNIFICENT”
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Every officer on the Zeebrugge Raid on St George’s Day, 23rd April, 1918 said the same. “The men were
magnificent.” The raid attempted to block the canals at Zeebrugge and Ostend, Belgium, used by enemy
shipping to access the North Sea. In ferocious fighting over two hundred British men lost their lives. Eight
Victoria Crosses were awarded, four of them by ballot to recognise the equal bravery of all men involved.
The old cruiser Vindictive led the raid and limped back to Dover the following morning severely damaged.
Three weeks later three more Victoria Crosses were won when the Vindictive was sunk as a blockship at
Ostend, partially closing the channel. In 1920 she was salvaged; her bows placed in Ostend as a memorial.
The bows are now being restored, for rededication later this year. Pictured with the bows before
transportation are, left to right, Cynrik De Decker, Patrick Tierssoone, Johan De Volder, and Tom Seymour,
founders for a new commemorative museum planned for opening in 2014 in Zeebrugge.

REMEMBERING THE RAIDS

Below are the bows, safely loaded. See you in
September!
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Above is the Zeebrugge raid commemorated in a
painting at Zeebrugge Town Hall. The Mersey
Ferry, Daffodil, which held the Vindictive against
the Mole at Zeebrugge during the raid, is on the
right.

In Dover
Every year on the anniversary of the Zeebrugge
raid, a service of Remembrance is held at the
graves of the casualties buried at St James'
cemetery, Dover. It’s followed by the ringing of
the Zeebrugge bell, which had been fixed on the
Mole at Zeebrugge to warn of attacks on occupied
Belgium. The bell was presented to Dover by the
King of the Belgians.
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Above and below are the bows of the Vindictive
just before lifting. The reverse of the bows reveals
how much work is needed to restore this gallant
old craft.
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REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN
Following a request by The Dover War Memorial
Project (DWMP), Dover Town Council resolved
in 2006 that every three years they would consider
new commemorations for our Town Memorial.
The first update to the Memorial occurred on 11
November 2009, the next is scheduled for this
year.
In January the DWMP submitted a list of names of
our Fallen, whose families and friends had asked
should be remembered on our Memorial.
However, the Finance and General Purposes
Committee resolved that no names be added to the
Memorial.
Relatives reacted with distress and anger to the
decision. Discussions with councillors continue,
and we are hopeful that better news will be
forthcoming.

Amongst those
requested
was
Edith
Stoker,
right,
whose
family live in
England, USA,
Australia,
and
Canada.
Edith
was
cycling along the
Folkestone Road,
on her way to see
her sweetheart one Sunday afternoon in March
1916 when she was killed by a bomb dropped by
an enemy plane overhead.
The same bomb also killed little Francis Hall, aged
7, while on his way to Sunday School.
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John
Hulse’s
commemoration
was requested
by his nephew.
John, served in
the RAF, 358
Squadron,
Bangladesh, on
special duties
dropping
supplies
and
agents.

LETTER TO MOTHER
“Still alive!” - eyewitness account of
bombing in the Great War
Sonny, serving in the Vice Admiral’s office,
Dover, wrote to his “dearest mother”, the day after
the raid which killed Edith Stoker and Francis
Hall.

On 25 March
1945
his
Liberator
crashed at the
end of the runway, bursting into flames and killing
all the crew and eight civilians. John is buried at
Chittagong.
John’s
relatives still
live in Dover,
as does the
son of Percy
Ellis.
Percy
was lost when
the Cable Ship
Alert
was
sunk
in
February
1945, just off
Ramsgate.
Homes across
Britain were
bereaved; all
the crew died from the initial attack or from
exposure subsequently Two of Percy’s Dovorian
crewmates are requested for commemoration with
him; Frank Drury and Richard Wakefield.
Amongst the names put forward for our Town
Memorial are three women who served in the
Great War; no women have yet been
commemorated there and they are commemorated
nowhere else in Dover.
The full list of those whose names have been
requested may be seen on Dover’s Virtual
Memorial at www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk.

“Still alive! – and we must be thankful for a
merciful preservation. The Germans (three of
them) were over Dover before they were detected.
I ran to look out the duty officer’s bedroom
window, which joins our office, and just saw one
disappearing right over our roof. The second plane
was coming the same direction and dropped
bombs into sea quite close to here. It dropped two
more just the other side of the seaplane shed 80
yards away. I saw the dirt and debris thrown high
in the air. I thought it was time then to put my
head inside!!
“Then the next bombs dropped the other side of
our house in a tree and garden and the road. The
guns and bombs were making such a din – that
lasted from 2pm to 2.20pm – that you couldn’t
hear each other speak. It was deafening.
“The monitors were firing twelve-inch shrapnel
and the 6 inch guns screamed as they fired – with
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all that noise and ammunition the three Germans
seemed to bear a charmed life and flew steadily
about dropping bombs just where they liked. They
looked like large black vultures.

On the anniversary of his birthday, a plaque was
unveiled at King’s College, Cambridge, where
Turing was both an undergraduate and a fellow.

“2 soldiers were killed and 12 injured in a hut. One
woman killed, 2 women had arms blown off - one
little boy walking near the Priory Station was
blown to pieces. A bomb fell on a children’s
orphanage near Milton House and did a lot of
damage but the sisters had got the boys in the
cellars.”
The letter goes on to say that there had been “an
action in the North Sea today – also we have
dropped 500 bombs on Ostend, Zeebrugge, etc this
morning with 50 aeroplanes – all returned safely”.

CODEBREAKER CENTENARY
Dr Alan Turing OBE FRS
On 23 June 1912 in
Maida Vale, London,
was born Alan Turing.
With a rare mathematical
genius, he became a
pioneer in computer
science
–
and
a
codebreaker at Bletchley
Park, Buckinghamshire.
Turing designed the first
Bombe, a machine of
rotating
drums
simulating and thence decoding the rotar settings
of the enemy Engima encrypter. Later he led Hut 8
at Bletchley Park, solving the particularly difficult
enemy naval messages. “Ultra”, the war-time
signals intelligence gathered by cryptanalysis was
credited with shortening the Second World War by
some two years.
Stunning though this was, cryptanalysis was
merely a byway in Turing’s search for artificial
intelligence. In 1950 he attempted to define
intelligence; the Turing test examines whether a
machine may indistinguishably imitate human
responses. With this materialist approach, he is
said to have demystified the human mind (or, in
other words, we’re used these days to thinking of
the mind as a computer!).

Les Valiant, Professor of
Computer
Science
and
Applied
Mathematics
at
Harvard University, winner of
the Turing Award in 2010,
said,
“Turing
was
the
inspiration and driving force
behind the information age.”
Martin Hyland, Head of the
Department
of
Pure
Mathematics at the University
of Cambridge, revealed that
almost half of his life Alan
Turing was a student or fellow
at King’s College. After taking
a position in Manchester,
Turing’s return each summer to
King’s was noted by the bursar as “giving many of
us a great deal of pleasure”.

The plaque, designed by Bob Elgar, was unveiled
by the Mayor of Cambridge, Cllr Sheila Stuart,
who said that she was proud that Turing had
studied at Cambridge and that the plaque “both
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marked his huge academic achievement and
mourned his premature death.”

March 1918 on The Somme. The background to
the Zeebrugge raid a month later is also explained.

D-Day, it’s said, would have been over a year
later, were it not for the codebreakers. We in
southern England have a special reason to
remember Alan Turing with gratitude, for our
early liberation from cross-channel shelling and
the V1s.

Using individual biographies, maps, accounts of
actions, and appendices, The Great War Explained
is a readable access to a complicated history which
will resonate with all of us. For, as Philip says,
“the history of the Great War is a part of almost
every family’s history as well”.

“Struck by Lightning”

LIBRARY CORNER
“The Great War Explained”
Author
and
exserviceman
Philip
Stevens wrote, “I have
followed aspects of The
Dover War Memorial
Project since discovering
it whilst researching for
a book.”
His book, “The Great
War Explained” was
launched on 10 May
2012. “This is not a learned history of the Great
War,” says Philip, “but a story about people. This
was a war of millions, during which generals
accepted casualties in tens of thousands, often in a
day or morning, but each casualty was an
individual.”
One of the individuals mentioned is Dover’s own
Walter Tull, who fought in six major battles,
including Passchendaele, before losing his life in

HMS Lightning was lost
in March 1943, less
than two years after
commissioning. She had
sailed over 120,000
miles, the equivalent of
more than five times
around
the
world,
serving on eight seas
and with all the aircraft
carriers then in the
Navy. She had protected
merchant
ships
in
convoys, supported Madagascar and North African
landings, and rescued over 1,000 sailors, airmen,
soldiers, nurses, a dog, and a cat (“Unsinkable
Sam”) from the sea.
About to be published, “Struck by Lightning” is an
account by John Dann and Eric Gilroy, both sons
of men who served with Lightning. The book
details the career of the destroyer, with a full list of
the ship’s company and many biographies. It
includes such fascinating snippets as the destroyer
having been immortalised as fictional Lancelot in
the novel “The Cruel
Sea”
by
Nicholas
Monsarrat.
One of the 45 men who
died when Lightning
was torpedoed was
Alfred
Silk,
from
Dover. He was 23. His
name
has
been
requested
for
Commemoration on our
Town Memorial this
year.
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The smallest of the
ship’s company was
Flash Lightning. A
West Highland terrier,
he had survived the
sinking
of
a
Norwegian tanker and
became the mascot of
HMS Lightning. He
was last seen swimming, looking for his master,
when the ship sank.

taking a break from singing to tap away with the
audience.
photo: Joyce and Brian Banks

DOVER COMMEMORATES
Armed Forces Weekend
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Enjoying the break from the almost incessant rain
this summer – and a few tasty ice creams! – the
crowd at this year’s Armed Forces weekend was
the biggest ever.

With a tent competition, a show of fashion through
the years, stalls, and bands, the entertainment
continued throughout the day.

Opened by MP Charlie
Elphicke and a parade of
standards, the weekend took
place in Pencester Gardens on
23/24 June.
And on the left is our
compère, Mickie Driver ….!
He’s ready to entertain, and to
introduce a superb line-up of
entertainment and many other
attractions.
The Jive Aces (as seen on
“Britain’s Got Talent”) got
everyone dancing. Here’s the
photo: Joyce and Brian Banks
Swingtime
Sweethearts,
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In between, there were the stalls and the
vehicles to visit. Amongst the vehicles
armoured personnel carrier, overleaf.
veteran, but its action came after the
“Lights, Cameras …”

military
was the
It’s a
call of

Based on a Hanomag, the carrier was used as the
lead vehicle over the bridge in the 1977 film “A
Bridge Too Far”.
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parachutists, a mock battle, and a spectacular
motorcycle display from the White Helmets, it was
worth the wait!
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Meanwhile, amongst the other military vehicles
was the Ferret, below, peeking out of camouflage.
It was used in the Iraq War.
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The work of the soldier from the 13th century
onwards was depicted.
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The Armed Forces Flag was raised by the District
Council the following day, 25 June, over Dover
Town Hall. It remained there until Armed Forces
Day, 30 June.
photo: Phil Eyden

For the Diamond Jubilee – Tattoo!
nd

On 1st and 2 June
a Military Tattoo
was held in Dover in
honour
of
the
Diamond Jubilee of
HM
Queen
Elizabeth II.
Maggie remembers,
when growing up in
Dover,
some
photo: Paul Wells magnificent tattoos.
Sadly the custom faded, and this was the first
tattoo since the 1980s. With massed bands,
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Above are 10th
Essex Living
History Group
with a Great
War display
Left are the
Princess
of
Wales’ Royal
Regiment, who
led the mock
battle.
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Also included were tours by the Western Heights
Preservation Society of Fort Burgoyne, one of the
Palmerston Forts built in the Victorian era.

Amongst the bands were the Prince of Wales’
Royal Regiment, the Brigade of Ghurkas, and the
Royal Air Force, Tonbridge School, and Sea
Cadets. Below are Herne Bay Sea Cadets Band.
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Now rarely viewable, the Fort reminisced with reenactors from the First Footguards and 79th
Cameron Highlanders, and with the Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight soaring overhead.

The tattoo began with the Tigers Freefall Team …
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… and ended with fireworks and the National
Anthem with the traditional lone piper.

In memory of those who Fall in
our Service, The Dover War
Memorial Project display, “For
Crown and Country” was placed
in the VIP Marquee, hosted by
Arthur Hornby of Pharos Lodge
and Steven Davies of Shorncliffe
Lodge, Province of East Kent
Freemasons photo: Arthur Hornby
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AND FINALLY …
All over the country various event celebrated the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. On 4
June 2012 a chain of beacons were lit from the Scilly Isles to the Shetland Islands. There were beacons at
Dover Castle, River, and Temple Ewell, and at the Battle of Britain Memorial at Capel-le-Ferne.
Here’s the one Maggie and Simon attended; it was huge, hot, and very bright! Thank you to the good folk of
Lathbury Village, Buckinghamshire, for their warm hospitality.

“From the Front”, the e-newsletters from The Dover War Memorial Project, is also available online
at Dover’s Virtual Memorial and in the Local Studies area at Dover Town Library. Previous issues
are archived at the Library and online at the Virtual Memorial.
Dover’s Virtual Memorial - www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk
phone: 07876 240701 - email: frontline@doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk
This newsletter was created by Marilyn Stephenson-Knight. Photos of casualties appear by courtesy
of their families. “Flash” is from the Lightning tribute website by Eric Gilroy at
http://freespace.virgin.net/e.gilroy/, and Alan Turing from a widely-disseminated image held at the
National Portrait Gallery. All other photographs, except where stated, are by Simon John Chambers.
Issue 11 of “From the Front” is due out on 30 September 2012
The Dover War Memorial Project works in the past, present, and future to remember with honour all those
from our front-line town, Dover, Kent, England, who fell in the two World Wars. Work on the Project is
entirely voluntary, and the Project itself is totally dependent on donations to survive. If we have helped you
or you have enjoyed the newsletter, please consider a donation via PayPal or by cheque payable to The
Dover War Memorial Project. Please help us remember those who gave all they could.

